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Toward the Ends
of Regionalism

thecentury Canadian regionalism? Historians, econ-
have atterapted in their various dsciplinary
rary studies, Here

Woaar 1s twentie
omists, and po‘iilical seientists
ways to answey this question, Bt not many of us in Jite
attention has been almost entirely on specific regionalisms, in effect allow-
ing the concept itself to be taken for granted. To the various articles and
haoks offering studies of prairie fiction, west coast poelry, Maritime fiction,
or Western writing have been added anthologies vatiously titled or
cubtitled The Atlantic Anthology, The Prairie Experience, Western Win

dows, West Coast Seen, Prairie Wrilers on Writing, An Anthology of Prairie

Poetry, The Marttime Experiance, Allong Frairie Lires, Maritime Lines, as if
terms like “prairie,” “maritime,” “west coast” or “Atlantic” themselves sig:

nalled unproblematical categories. The fow resistances 1o regionalism that
have emerged from these have tended to be conducted on humanist/ indi-
ist grounds —like George Amabile's objection that the notion of a
is “conformist and preseriptive” {o4)— and have thus offered
s 4 social construction, What §
as locations

vidual
“nrairie voice”
little toward the studying of regionalism 2
want to do here is consider both region and regionalism not
bt as ideologies. In the process Twill by
a among some of the institutions aty
ologies —including the natien state, colo-

to situate regionalisim and its fiter-
ary manifestations in Canad d processes

that help shape contemporary ide
nialism, and globalization.

o8 study of regionalism in Carada and the
United States with the observation that the term means something diffevent

] culbres: in Canada it is understood as king of geo-
“Liuded and larented”; in

Roger CGibbios begins his

in the two natior
graphic sectionalism, he suggests, and is both
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the U5, ithas been usually perceived as an “integrative phenomenon™ that-

can amalgamate sectionalisms and facilitates their interaction with the

national vulture and economy (4}, Janine Brodie beging her 1ggo study The -
Political Econemy of Canadian Regionalism by pointing out how'
frequently Canadian social scientists have confused and interchanged the.
terms region, regionalism, regional differences, and regional disparities,:

and have especially confused region and regionalistn as terms that both:

teflect some necessary determination of culture by geography and

iandform, Brodie argues, and 1 would strongly agree, that hoth region and
regionalism are soctal ereations, the first constituting a territorial ciceﬁnii’inn‘.‘
of geographi(: space based on a selection of p()ssil)'le (liffcrcnl:ié\ti!‘lg Crite-
ria-# territorial definition that can change as national political policies
change, and the second constituting an interpretation of social interests
that gives geographic location priority over such other possible interests as
gender, ethaicity, class, age, sexvtal orientation, and race,
[ begin with the observations of Gibbing and Brodie because it seems to
me that in Canadian Lterature the understandings of regionalism are,
firstly, as a Form of geographic sectionalism that segments the iterature into
regional isolations; secondly, as a kind of geographic determinism that
renders the characteristics of these Isolations inevitable; and, thirdly, as the
produet of intuitive regional self-recognition, and have formed a sub-
stantial part of the mythologieal ground of literary eriticism, These
understandings have been reflected in sernantic slippages that have gone
considerably beyond those Bradie identifies among region, regionalism,
and regional disparity, hn Canadian literary eriticism regionalism has often
been virtually equated with place, as if any signs of specific places in a text
directly signalled regionalist ideology. Regionalisi has been equated with
hinterland, with suggestions that writing acts done in so-called “hinterland”
situations might necessarily be reglenalist, and with disregard for the com-
plex intranational and inlernational power relationships that make any
hinterland-centre analysis simplistic. It has been tied to mimetic aesthetics,
when it mighi as easily—given the kinds of writing the various regions of
Canada have produced -« have been linked to romance, satire, parody, or
fantasy. It has been placed in binary opposition to ranscendence, usually
in a context which implies that both transcendence and the opposition
itself are non-political.
[ begin with Gibbins and Brodie also because of the clear link both
scholars make between regionalism and nation-state idenlogy. Regionalism
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is a concern of phenomenon of nation states, a potemialkp.alrt of its
intranational power negotiations. A phenomenon tha.t can %f@. c]‘wtsw’e and/
or integrative, regionalism becomes part of 2 national ;:\ohtwl.*;: ﬁmd‘m sug-
gests, when national policies result in regional econormic drl"fcx‘grﬂm{horts
that in tam oceasion the national deployment of arguments of reglonal
celEinterest. | begin with them as well because 1 see Canadian llte:_mry
regionalisin as inextricable from political and economic ‘f'.;lc:tm’s ?ml"g”{ﬂl
1'1"1.&: liserary criticism so far, as in some need of being re-situated in relation

1o these,

Regionalism and the Nation State | "
Unlike other formulations of interests, regionalism opertates within the
nation state as a kind of territorialization weand T use Dt“:]{?ll‘zt‘.’. ;_mci
Couattari’s term deliberately in order to place their analyses of Tiulitu;::l 1dwa
ology in the background of the arguments 1 am n‘mkmg_ here. ?’}?EClﬂ(:éls}y,
rcgimm]ism operates a5 a trangformation of geugraphy into 3 sign .thm (.:,(m
conceat the presence of ideology, The individual called to by regionalistm
is invited to hold certain restraining and shaping beliefs not bc:‘c:zmsia of
political difference, but because such heliefs are perceived as “frue 07
“nataral” to the inhabiting of a specific geography. In turn, geography u-r.:ts
a5 a metanym for social identification, enabling in Canada the 1.‘>rr3clu¢:h(>r;
of Westerners, Maritimers, northerners, ot Ciape Breton Tslanders, as cat
agovies that can ovesride other affiliations. S
Yet these regiopalist identities are also relative c:c:1151:rLlcl‘1r;:1.s. That s, we
would not be here discussing Canadian regionalism were there not also a
nation-gtate called Canada, To some extent regionalism tesponds m. and
mimics the homogenizing call of the nation-state, a gall made to its citizens
45 a counter to ethnic, religious, and local loyalties that preceded 'ﬂ‘ac
formation in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries of the eatly nation-
states. However, regionalisr is not merely one of the Incjsfsitmle ’mqumsf:s to
the unifying strategies of the nation-state, hut also 2 diﬂr:rent.mllte;rrn that
requires # specific other that is larger, encorapassing, hut similarly gén—
graphic in conception. The nation-siate hasf‘ multiple olti-xers«-» ()tlht‘t'
nation-states, internal political formations, and in recent tines 1‘1}1}11:11’1&
tional o “global” affiliations. The region appears to have rrmiﬂnly rhe
nation-state as its other-—this appearance, in fact, is part of regionalist
ideology. Differences internal to a regionalism—and { will h:ewe‘: more_to
say about these later—are usually effaced and recuperated by it as contrib-
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uting to itself; hence we have Maritime womer, Atlantic tubour histories:
prairie populism.

While nation-states are clearly as rauch if net more g;:,mgr-.aphic;ally

defined concepts than are regionalisms, geography usually seems more :

important to regionalism than to the nationestate, The nation-state calls ¢
both its citizens and its borders - defending the latter under the metaphor,
of integrity and engaging the former under metaphors of community

Regionalism appears to have hefore all else its geography, catting not to.

citizens but to people who live in that specific geography,

One of the illusions that a reglonalisry will often, therefore, incarporate.
is that while the nation-state is an abstract coneept, with exchangeable’

citizenships and shiftable borders, regionalism has 2 concrete ground in
the geopraphy that it invokes as its region. Strong regio:mlism;: develop
narratives and figures that imply the geographic irmvitainility of the cultural
ranifestations that partly constitute the region, as in Kreisel's positing that
the literature of the Canadian west began “with the impact of the Jand-
scape on the mind” (173), Kroetsch's arguments in his infamous essay “Feat
of Women in Prairie Fiction” that the praivies bhave encouraged particular
}e_;iuds of maleness and {emaleness (notably he does not say maseulinity or
1'@'nininity), or Frye's arguments that the “garrison” literature of central
Canada had begun with immigrants expericneing their journey up the St
Lawrence estyary as tesembling the Biblical Jonal's heing devoured by a
whale, Regionalisms develop the appearance of having “natural” bounda-
figswean inside and outside —as if these boundasies were beyond culture.
Appeals are constructed (o the landscape and climate to explain cultural
forms and customs. What is often obscured in these various constructions
are the politically oppositional aspects of regionalism; that reglonalism is
C”lmm.] rather than geographic, and represents not geography itsetf but a
strategically resistant mapping of geography in which historic and econ
nomic facters play large but largely unacknowledged parts.

Far from heing a geographical manifestation, a regionalism is 8 dis-
course which contains not enly narratives and re-written narratives, but
also terms and fgurations that generate thetr meanings differentially
within it. As a discourse, it represents a genera! socisl or imlitic::#.] strategy
for resisting meanings generated by others in a nation-state, particularly
those generated in geographic areas which can be constructed by the
regionalism as central or powerful. However, it is important {o note that it is
usually also a strategy for resisting other meanings generated in its own
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fegtOn - INEARINES such as nationalism, fesinism, clags, ethnicity, local-
corns, of race. The reliance of regionalist ideology on environmental
determninism, on a belief that the Jandscape has—or should have wegffmcts
on the personalities and perspectives of its inhabitauts, leads o the assuinp-
rian that these effects should have greater importance fo the individual
than do other possible grounds of identity. In the most popular versions
{and regionalism i3 always strongest in its most popular versions), landscape

iy

ks the west-coast subject easy going oF laid-hack, and makes a praivie
subiect transparent anid authentic. In a David Adams Richards novel atten-
vion to the tand can give characters endurance and survival opportunities,
and even intaitively appropnate morality, In f.]. Pratt’s early poems the
Newfoundlard tides “run / Within the shiices of men’s hearts.” “Red 1 the
seakelp on the beach,” he writes, “Red as the heart's blood, /.- { and salt
as tears” (2). In a nation-state such an ideology would threaten with irra-
tionalisms of earth and blood the unending political negotiations NECessary
to polity. Tna regionalism, however, because this ideotogy is papularly con-
ceated beneath touristic images of landeape and inarticulately authentie
individuals, there appears to he no ideatogy.

G far 1 have mainly discussed regionalism as 4 particukar ideologicat
response to the nation-state. But, equally, # regionalisn shauld be per-
ceived as a production of the nation-state and as partly serving the
nation-state’s interests. n economics, the miyth of geogeaphic determinism
allows a national government to avoid responsibility for regional Econumic
downtumns, and to use the band-aid of equalization payments instead of in-
vestigating ways in which national econamie practices create regional
cconomic differentiations. n politics, it allows a national government to
deter or linit the growth of transregional ideologies, playing regionalism,
for example, against native rights, ot against feminism. In cutture, regional-
ist geographic determinism has allowed centralizing orities tike W.J, Keith
ta produce regionalisms as being too specific to be mainstreaim, and to
select for national canonicity — usually on humanist or imternationalist
grounds—only 1 sonal artists who can he constructed as exceptions ko this
regional specificity.

The most visible and recent regionalisms in the Canadian nation state
have been Atlantic/Maritime and Prainie. Ry visible regionalisms I mean
fhose meost frequently constructed 1 anthalogies and erilicism, and most
successhully publivized and commodified as regionalisms both outside and
within the geographic areas they claim to regionalize, But suceesstul
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regionalisms are not necessarily visible regionalisms. In literature at the
very least, Southern Ontario regionalism has been successhul largely by
being invisible, by resisting precise territorial definition, and by l-aas:iim-:r
itself as the Canadian nationalism (a passing which other regionalisms )"l"l‘d;
also aspire to), of A5 4N internationalism, Regionalisms can also be infetnal-
ly suceesstal withaut meeting similar external suceess. "This usually occurs
when the reglonalism is morc 8 self-production than a production of the
nation state, West Coast regionalism has beex much more successful inter-
nally in constructing and marketing a “west coast” ot @ “Pacific” than it has
been in constructing these as restricted parts of a national CONSCINUSTIESS, OF
it constructing them in fiterature as special parts of & national canon. In
terms of national canonicity, hawever, British Columbia writers end fitfe
worse off than praitie writers. Like prairie writers, the writers of British
Columbia who have been accepled even peripherally as pasts of national
canonicity have done so mostly on tramsrc:gi(mal termys - modernism
(Wilson, Webb, Birney. Blaser), magic realism (Hodgins), postmodernisin
(Bowering and Hodgins), feminstn {Marlatt and Thomas); while the st
selfconsciously regional - Howard White, Gerry Gitbert, Peter Trower,
Bavry McKinnon - have remained largely unknown ouside B.C.
Anglo-Quebec writers, through the efforts of editors and eritics like
Linda Leith and Ken Norris, have also suceeeded in constructing them-
selves as quasi-regionalist, but have not yet succeeded in dissemin at:ing tl1is
construction with much effect nationally. In part, this Jack of SUCeEss
wauld seem dug to the nation-state’s need for there not o be an Anglo-
Quebec regionalism that could affront or outrage Francophone separai&sm
in their continuing alternps to territorialize francophone culbure within
Ouebec's provincial boundaries. The work of Anglo-Quebec wnters that
cireulates casily outside of Quebec ~like thﬁt of Cail Scott, Neil
Bissoondath, or Mordecai Richler wedoes so on the basis of other affilia-~
tons, Moreover, while Anglo-Quebec tries to present itself as a regionalism
nationally, i.c., under the sign of its QOuebec location, it prescnis-itself as 4
linguistic commiu nity provincially. The Anglo-Quebec attempt at regional-
st offers another instruction in the ideolagical/cnltural dimensions of
regionalism.
| Within Canada Anglophone-Quebec s 4 geographie subdivision of the
linguistic entity Anglophone-Canadian, rather than a subdivision of a terri-
torial entity. The boundaries of the subdivisien, Quebee, however, despite
francophone attempts at ferritotialization, remain political before th@y‘are

£ A SENSE OF FPLACE

geographic. Moreover, /\ng‘lophoma‘«Quf:bec can take no exclusive claims
1o tersitory, nor arguments that geography per se has determined its eab
pure, except in the sense that this geography has been the site of a particular
social and polinical history. One might well translate some of these char-
acteristics of A]‘ag\u-@u&btzc into guestions about other Canadian
ns, for example askivg whether Prairie Canadians can make at

regionalisy
argued here that aboriginal

exclusive claim to territory {Roger Gibbins hasg
historicatly stood aside from p e regionahsm), ar whether

peapies have
fly been wore political

prairie regionalism'’s boundaries have nok also usud
than geographic.

Thronghout the Canada of the 1ggos itis apparent that in the contera-
4 nation-state regionalism as & strategy opetates within &
ations. In parts of a nation-staie where, hecause
fist o linguistic identifications are

porary industi
large interplay of power tel
of historic oF cconommic factors, nationa
available, these can either negate 2 potential regionalism or (a8 in
{ Ontario and in mueh of Quebec) become virtually identical
ategies of resistance to, dissent from, or difference with
andscape a3 ground or

readily
the case ©
with it, Here str
dominant national ideology cannot rake the l
metonymy because it has already been taken as 4 around for identity by
national narratives and iconography. In other spatial patts of the natiorn,
Hawever, re:giormlism, while available as a discourse of dissent of differ-
sates with other discourses, like those of feminism. humaniso,
e. For example, a northern regionalism has not developed
anada because it has remained racially & white fig-
¢ and ethnicity

ance, GOy
sthnicity, or fac
significant power n G
ration, and upable to compete wiih the diseonrses of ra
which strucure the Inuit and Dene figurations of land and politics.
Regionalism and Colomialism
Regionalisms can shate many of the
although in saying fhis it is important to note one OF two large differences.
Colonies usually have clearly Jdefined boundaries, ones it which geophiysi-
nt with political ones, and which enable the colony
to imnagine itsell separate from the colonizing power. Regionalisms, despite
their foregrounding of geography. rarely have 4 coRCLITENCY mfgc-‘:upl‘xysica\.
and political Loundaries. They thus find theraselves both within and with-
out the larger socety which they experience as oppasitional (o them.!
Maoreoyer, colonies are political formations, in the sense that they are
by internal pnlitical Jifferentiation, debate, and process, But

celfconstructons of colonies,

cal markers are consiste

charaeterized
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r@giunﬂliﬂru& z]ﬂ'\m;gh they can have pa]iticrai consequences within the
nation-state itself, and interact politically with other pationally contending
wdeologies, are wsually not in themselves political, and have arguably had
anti-political effects. Regionalisms propose necessary commonalities that
are beyond debate. If regionalisms begin to develop internal differentiation
and debatg, or to develop institutions to accommaodate internal debate,
they also begin to include other grounds for identity and individual subjee-
tivity than those of geography, and hegin to cease to be regionalisms —a
process which appears to have had semething to do with the quick decline
of regionalist political parties hike the Western Canada Concept Party in
the 1970s, or the Progressive Party in the 19208 and i T am following
Roger Ciibbing’s recent arguments (1995) correctly—with the impending
decling of the Reform Farty. (Reform's failure in the 1997 federal clection
to expand its representation east of Manitoba, hut suceess in retaining and
gaining seats in weskern Canada, would suggest, according to Gibbing’s
theary, that i has not yet atterapted the political party’s task of brokering
diversity; it has remained regional by rematning beyond or above now-geo-
graphic contentions.) A single-issue party, when that issue is perceived as
constructed by landscape, is supportable within the region beyond ot
across politics, When the party becomes political, encompassing and
atternpting to accominodate diverse views in order io extend its member-
ship to other parts of Canada (muting, in the Reform case, the call for
greater Wester representation in federal institutions), it loses its regional-
ist character.

In Canada, regionalisros tend to exist alongside political movements,
occasionally interacting with them, and to be non-identical with provineial
houndaries which define and organize nondederal political process, Both
“Prairie” and "Marilime” regionalisms extend across three provinees;
“Atlantic” regionalism competes conceptually with “Maritime”; British Co-
Tustbida is not SYRONYINOUS with “West Coast” regtonalism; in fact numerous
regionalisms compete here —West Coast, Vancouver fsland, ap-lsland,
Interior, Okanagan, Cartboo, Kootenay, Northern, Rocky Mauntam, with
the latter pretty well straddling the Alberta-B.C. boundary, The fluidity of
these boundaries was particulacly noticeable in the 1993 federal election,
when Manning's Alberta-born Reformn Party toak 46 of the sf seats in B.C.
and Alberta, but only 5 of the 28 seats in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
Again, it should be noted that this charaeteristie of regionalism —
the conflicts between its geographic and political boundaries

A EENSE 2F FLACGH

. serves the interests of the nation state, enabling it to weaken I'ﬂgi(.!]“lallifl:ﬂs
by calling to the regional inhabitant in terms of other ideclogicat affilia-
tions.

In the contemporary Maritime provinees, a major ;Fenmkm of 3l:1m 1‘¢E:€:mt
“segionalism” debates amang revisionist histarians and political joumalists
hus been this understanding that regionaham as an ideclogy prevents or con-
ceals internal political differentiation and activism, The im.u'nlaﬂ New
Maritimes in 1981 erabarked on a program of making known the f:'n.elrmﬂ
political confliets of the Maritime provinees: the efforts of blacks in Nova
Geotia and of Micmacs (o retrieve their children from residential schools, the
Tabour struggles in fisheries and manufacturing, and the attempls
o establish an elfective COF presence, The fact that most of these efforts
endisd in failure was tade secondavy in most of the New Maritimes accourits
s the destre and vision which motivated the efforts. PA. Buckner's introducs
lion to his 1986 essay collection Teaching Maritime Studies _ar_;g‘?e‘d the need
to replace stereotypes or myths of the Marilimes as a p‘l;me oi l’!(?]lh(f&ll‘]‘)‘i.ltl Z‘)l 1
age, government corruption, and public cmast%rvatmu‘x with rlc:.vﬁ;c:;m:l\‘ t ml-
coutd detail such things as regional and class differences and rmb‘tﬂnf 1:.}%)()1_11
movements within the three provinces, Buckner later suggested (19?82 'r?'sm'
the very concept of “Maritimes” was an !101'110;;&:1‘11;:113 axmnd f.:m‘;ntlghm}g
Jabel that has obscured historical and local divessity. £.K. Forbes, in T 1089
study Challenging the Regional Stereotype: Essays o the ;Zch Cfeﬂtur;v
Maritimes, set out to copfront & number of stereotypes inciudmg:; c!?sar:icxrfz.rxﬁ,
sations of Maritime workers as lazy, of businessmen as tirwid, of its
governments as too shortsighted to emphasize educatifm, and of 1:1w..c:ul‘f\.‘m?
averall as powerless in the face of national and in?ermtlor'gt] eronomics, I in;
19867 Bell lectures of Acadia Universily, pubhsl‘mc:l as Beym'e.d Aw-zgei cmt

Longing, were characterized by their editor ts proposing that older Mar 11111F1F,.
responses of anger at non-Maritimers and longing for a yeturn o 1 u;l\.
golden age were counter-productive because they did n.t)f‘rnak.f: people
aware of how they can “actively and collectively create their fown eireym
stances” (Fleming 12). All of these publications c;snlied Fm'_ a mcnglmtum D,f
political differentiation and conflict within the Maritime reglon, am}
recognition also of a history of local initiative, srrmll‘sc:al:‘: entrc:pmw‘cm&-
ship--althaugh as Alex Dick has argued in at |_n'11i>uibhshed paper, ﬂ‘lf(;\lf\-i
their scceptance of the term “Maritines” and their tendency fo seek I 1\{-,
linary opposites of the laziness and powerless stereotypes, all have also

tended to replace one nostalgic mytholagy with another:
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Though a contention of Maritime revisionism is the diversity of the
region, isolated community action is still used to exemplify a general |
Pic:ture of the “Maritimes.” It is then used Lo advocate an asﬂuéiﬂi‘it:n
between the vegion as a whole and certain eternal verities wi'\i(:lfl'hc: |
;r-_jgi@ is supposed to hold, derived by the historian from the
::::C:Li:;:‘,’&}:::; ;\l}-;«:;wgi‘(’);m[ signific;-u-m& ‘o:flsn-xall .c:nmmm.“fity- :
gerated by appeals to mystevious influencés for which
r:hat‘ cicn-n?rnu_ml:y, in its isplated struggle, cannol account. Other
[revisionist historians] concede the failure of the independent fnrN;
of the community in the face of more impressive cliscrn;rsé :m’c;

rendered powerless, (8-g)

A literary paratlel to these historical and cultural studies is Gwen Daviess
iy anthology Myth and Miliew: Atlantic Literature and Cul t-u’re .wit:h‘ii:
}rll'evutre:nt' re-examinations of the work of Helen Creighton, 1 .ucjy M‘llll;t
Mowutgomery, and Frank Patker Day, J T
Recent historical writing and cultural writing about Western and Prairie
regionalism have reflected some similar interest in replacing rrly'thélti ries
'\J-\f'i.t}‘l political, econonyic, historical, and ideological diff'e:mn;:iﬂtion .R(?:f{;.l‘
L,lilhbins’s studies have presented prairie r{:gimm:lism as a social emci iQC)]é;t'll»
cal phenomenon, as & kind of strategic territorialization within a nation
;wtatf: -Which has accompanted a perceived sense of the 1}0W&:rl€!ssnc“zm of the
prairie provinces in national polities, Genrge Melnyk has emphasized his-
torical differentiation within praizie regionalism—a fur trade 1'E';'i<'>’m‘.11i~51“r1
succeeded by agravian and post-agrarian regionalismns, aHhong]; inhﬂréqt-
ingly, at the end of his Beyond Alienation: Political Essays on .t:"le Wez;f kllc
f_"-atlls for the establishment of yet another collective westf;:'l'l identity; cm::’ of
revolution” and “new beginning” (121). In lterature there hay 5e::=;1 soénel
movement away fram regionalist understandings like “west” or “pm‘iries”
toward political ones based on provincial bz.mnélarics—particularlv in a;%
thc»l:l':giaz"s iikg Fred Stenson’s Alberta Bound, Rabert Kroctsch's S‘;mdog,s“
Smnfgs from ’S(mkal"chewrjn, Geoffrey Ursell's Saskatchewan Gold, or Joan
Parr's Manitoba Stories. Wayne Tefs's introduction to his short stor
anthology Made in Manitoba contains no reference to prairie Icegidn:tliliz
or io any commonality ameng the contributors: his references are instead
to “gender, geography [that is, the internatly differentiating ;;eogm}-.rhyIf_:lfw
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Anthology, Daniel Lenoski’s Aflong Prairie Lines: An Anthology of Long

Preirvie Poems, and Birk Sproxton’s Trace: Prairie Writers on Wriling,
regiomalist constructons have persisted. Even here, howaver, there are

Manitobal, ethnicity, type, authot’s wishes, pennission fees.” In other

logies, however, like Dennis Cooley's Tnseriptions: A Prairie Poefry

fractures. For exgimple, numerous contributors to Trace implicitly resist the
priority the anthology gives to the “prairie” calegory - by foregrounding in
their essays other categories like gender or ethnicity.

The major characteristic that regionalisms share with colonies is the
sense that power over them resides and is wielded elsewhere. o all the
farge Canadian regionalisms can he found strong resentments terward what
the regionalist advocates perceive as the oppositional other, whether this be
the Aflantic belief that “Ottawa” has mismanaged Attantic fishstocks, a
Maritime belief that strangers have taken over Maritime cities and their
commertcial institutions, a prairie resentment that federal elections are
decided before the polls close in Manitoba, or a West Coast conviction that
Francophone Quebecers recurrently control the national political agenda.
A related phenomenon that links regionalisms and colonies is a sense of
being unable to change where power resides. Fot regionatisms, this inabil-
ity is related fo a belief in the region’s separation from political process. In
the case of the Prairies, of course, the region did begin its existence undes
the 1870 Manitoba Act and the Crow’s Nest Pass Agreement of 1597 a5 2
colony, in the sense that these ensured the region would be a nor-industris
alized producer of staples and consumer of manwfactured goods for
Ohntario, which was being rapidly adusivialized under the shelter of the
tarifs of Macdonald's National Policy, The latter policy, tagether with the
building of 2 national railway network, after 1890 also transformed the
Maritime provinees into ceonomic colonies of Quebes and Ontario by its
attracting of Maritime bank headguarters and industries t0 Ontario and
(uebec cities that, because of thelr relative proximity to the new West,
were beginning to develop commercial and industrial concentrations.
A third charactesistic Canadian regionalisms share with colonialisms is
a desire for indigenous or originary grounding of the regionalist ideology.
This desire corresponds to the second stage of Frantz Fanon's theory of the
evolution of the literatures of colonized peoples, and can be preceded by
Fanown's first stage of derivativeness and apprenticeship. The tension
between these stages can be seen in Dennis Cooley's The Vernaeular Muse,
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where Cooley attemnpts to totalize much prairie poetry as detivative of Brit.
ish modernism (Fanon's stage one) and to favourably contrast against that
an ol poetry that was indigenous by being colloguial, “resistant,” “inylm
ous,” “subversive,” “immediate,” “anecdotal,” and often marked by verba
excess and ungrammaticality (Fanon’s stage two). In prairie }itﬂl'éill'l."u'@ else
where it is manifest in the appeals to the primeval landscape like those
made in Mitchell’s Wha Has Seen the Wind and Wiebe's The Temptations

of Big Bear, oz to aboriginal subjects whom white settlers can emulate or
even become, like the characters in Newlove's “The Pride” or Lautence’y:

The Diviners. (Again such developments seeve the intesesis of the nation.
state and national canonicity by allowing the construction of the regionalist
culture as atavist and nostalgic.} Faron's third stage of a “figl'ntinﬁ, litera-
ture,” out of movements toward democracy and a diversify of :;ubjcct
pasitions, is, [ suggest, impossible within an ideology of regionalism
hecause once such a political engagement is achieved, individuals will no
tonger be constructing themselves as preponderantly regional subjects,
While Melnyk's call for “revolution” resembles rhetorieally Fanor’s call
for a “fighting literature,” theve is very little recognition in Melnyk of the
ideological diversity in Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewanm-a.c'li\rr:rscity
that includes feminist, leshian feminist, aboriginal, urban/eural, ethuic,
and class differentiations and cross-differentistions —that any western
“revolution” would have to engage and focus, |

Regionalism and the Global Economy

}:‘f'or a regionalisns to prosper and persist within 2 contemporary capitalist
nation-state some commodification of that regionalism must ocenr. This
commodification could be gastronemic, as in the case of France's Proven-
al, Breton, and Basque regions, geographic and touristic as in the case of
“Supernatural British Columbia,” or mytho-cultaral, as in the case of Anne
of Creen Gables. This commodification usually represents a solidifying of
Fanon's second stage: the colonial attempt to recover indigenous inméms
and practices, ldeally there are not only products to trade —cod ﬂippérs,
sockeye salmon, perogies, buffalo mear—but also foundational narratives
and images that can be told and sold. But without a certain level of
infrastructional development within the communities that share a region-
alisin, it is difficult for the inhabitants of a regionalism to purl:iciputc-; ina
commodity-success —and the commodification of the 1"egic>r1elllisr11 may
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cerve only fo entich national cultiral industries and to prop up fational
canonicity. Much as arge parts of the Atlantic fisheries, the Alberta oil
patch, and the B.C. forests have become owned and developed by wrni i
pational corporations, simply because the capital for developing these
cosources has been avaitable mostly elsewhere, many of the naratives and
images of a regionalism have been commodified and marketed by i
viduals and institutions who have at best a tenuous relationship with the
regionalisit, L am thinking here of how Pratt’s early images of Newfound-
tand fishermen with saltwater in their blood became patt of his general
asar at Victoria Collage, and muthor of

standing as a Canadian poet, profe
aueh nationat and musltinational tests as The Roosevelt and the Antinoe, The

Titunic, and Behind the Log, ov of how Sinclair Ross's As For Me and My

House has become the nationally canonical prairie novel through being

published in 141 by a New York publisher {with all its specifically Cana-

dian signs suppressed) and, because it was out of print and cheaply

available to the New Canadian Library series, re-published in 1957 by

MeClelland and Stewart (see Lecker 173-4).

While to some extent the commodification of regionatism that gained
strength in the w7os, particularly in the western provinces, may have
seemed to have been & product of the foundation of the Canada Gouncil
and its efforts to include criteria of regional equity iy its grarits to magazine
and book publishers, it was at least as mmieh a result of the provineialization
of regionial economics during this period. The 19705 saw not only the wan-
ing of the economic power of the Canadian nation-state, as several
provinces began replacing their east-west Canadian tigs with northesotsth
continentalist ones, but also a waning of prairie regionalism per se, as
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, along with Queber, embarked on
provineial economic policies separale from each other and from those of
the nation-state, These new initiatives involved wore comnplex class struc
tures than had the old agrarian independent-farmer economy -~ capitalist
ivestars, skitled urban workers, a pmfessir_}nal chass of engingers, econo-
rnists, and technicians. They weve accompanied by 4 sense of eultural
self-cansciousness often seen in colonies about to became nations -2 self
consciousness that Tooked to history and mythology as a ground for the
attermpts al new econoraic identitie -2 ad by the building of culiu ral infra-
strachure: arts councils, theatres, publishing howses. Much of the cultural
praduction, however, as noted in a 1988 exsay on “prairie” poctry {Read-
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ing Cenadian Reading z13-30), was nostalgic: puems, novels, and play
ignored urbanization and the new class complexity, and that attemp
recover the lost nineteenth century lives of settlers and native people

In some genes, Hke papular history, toutist writing, and pictor
history, there were nutnerous smallscale attempts to commadify g
industrialize old regionalisms. One sees this most clearly in Briti

geography, and history —shipwiecks, sealing adventures, ghost-towns
that have for the bast three decades been locally produced and sold wi
tourist industries,

This commaodification allowed the reterritorializing of regionalisms a
marketplaces, inside which a journal ke New Maritimes or publishers lik
OQolichan, Douglas & Melntyre, Thistledown, Western Producer Prair
Books, Acadiensis, or Breakwater could construet readerships, and ever

begin internal political interrogations. A book like Tels's Made in Mani.-
toba, with a blue band loregrounding the word Manitoba, is explicitly

directed to Manitoha readers, despite the small print of “22 Great Canadian
Stories” above, This commodification often didn’t mean that the press
published only baoks of regional interest, but that a phaality of its titles,
and often is better-selling ones, foreprounded regional signs. Oolichan’s
1994 catalog included, for example, among seven new releases, a book on
Parksville, a town o Vaneouver Island, one on west cosst transportation
patterns, and a poetry collection titled Love in Alaska. From its backlist the
press offered Selmon Cannerigs: British Columbia’s North Coust, Trout
Tales and Solmon Stories, Aboviginal Tithe in British Columbia, two books
on the history of Vancouver sland coal mining, a book on Porl Albernt, a
collection of writing from the Malaspina College magazine in Nanaimo, a
book an the history of B.C. religions commanities, and a children’s hook
elaborating the coast Indian figure Klee Wyck, Actoss the country in New
Brunswick, Goose Lane Editions Jed off its catalogue with Comforts of
Hame: Small Inns, Cottages, and Bed & Breakfasts of Atlantic Canada,
Roads to Remember: The Insiders Guide fo New Brunswick, and A Hiking
Cuide to the National Parks and Historie Sites of Newfoundland.
Commodification is one of the most widespread techniques for cultural
competition and survival in the new late-capitalist globul economy, It is
itself nat new-the cubtural stations of the Buropean Grand Tour had
enltural commodity value as much ta the voung upper-class gighteenth.
century tonrer recording his stops in watercolours as they de to this
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atury’s middle-class tourists with t_hcir CuneTEs aml_ l_:ost.c_ardsx .VYh‘a\tll:s
eW is both the participation of numerous regmnahsms in s¢
ommadification and the way in which this process l‘ms.m ma‘ny Wiy‘.
ontinued the regionatist displacement of .pqii‘f:lc:e\ll.a(:tmﬁ. What lmsl bc;rc.'nl
sotributing to the latter is the gelipse of n:.11‘1(:»1‘1;;.1—5‘ts1tc“pc;mfel‘r. hy’g\j]f)-J‘d

ponomic institutions, and the accompanying ﬂ(flllJS‘(? c.:_l‘ polﬂwa.l nmu\m..
sons by economic ones. When the latgest ecc;)m.m‘uc forces arc_hf‘)}%mdf
atside of nation-states and their democratic institutions, the possﬂnhly o

offective political participation walready problematic for the regional sub

ot is diminished, Citizenship becotnes weplaced by an exnphasis on

ecanomic relations and values, Commaodity aeeeplaniee in wnrld\l:mlrkc,hi
becomes a source not only of regional economic prospenty, but of cultura

egitimation. Regional mythologies that appear to imnpede the rec:cwermslc,ﬁ
history and potitics becamne solidified — ke Anne of Green Caables, or the

v

festival iage of Louis Rigl-—into saleable folklore, -

One unfortunate consequence of this 15 that the posilive i'e?l.‘ce of
regiona affirmation —its enabling of c:ontrth_laﬂylloc:d evaltm.hufm of
1:r;il!ti(:&:*: and products, inclnding political and l1t<:rz«ry.}?‘mcm:es.—i15
endangered by commedily fetishisw, | am thinking her_& of bm“aﬂ'lfwsff:r:i
Optario painter Greg Gumoe, whose imi::-tt‘-:ricc on his own regiona Vl y
volved niot the invention of totakizations of Southwestern (.)_ntalm:)‘, 'norl
regional chatvinism, but rather the assertion that }.Ou:al p::rt.!_t:l,rl,‘m,_ imc1
practices could be invested with as much value as those particulars M.]?
practices that ocour in politically or economically pnwcrﬁ.ﬂ‘ pl§1<tcs.
fixpressed as & regionakism, regional affirmation 1s not‘al?w‘ays ﬁm{li}i/, to
the tocal or the particubar —as the critical dﬂ.mte ow:-r MH.\"‘I‘EIITL(E and | Efi%"i—
te representations currently shows. One of (Jumocc_ § au;}‘nex‘rm.m‘-: nﬁwas ;n
heing able to break Ontario-centred Ganadi'ﬂ%n rwtllm-m'i‘as‘xt lo‘La.ti,u.xzt-unhnj ‘ 3;
asserting from both personal and family positions {like anaf‘nen 5 ].' msi .1_1.1(
Sister Vision Press have done from gender and race pos;tmqs) chsseuf.lla‘ng
particulars which themselves leave open the possibility of further differ-
mc]‘[:-is with these different political and cultural pm‘)t.erﬂ.ials of Canadian
regional affirmation and regionatism that T will er_ld. .I hes two o1 “l.lf-‘:e.lllp\(l)h;
cuccessiul Canadian regionzlisms have hislonc:aily"enL:(?mpammi anc
effaced sectionalisms and localising {Alberta foothills, Cape Brctﬁcﬁla‘x lﬂlat'lcfl?
to weak economically and institutionally to assert themselves. They have
resisted and effaced rival ideological bases of identily. Yet except for
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Omlario regionatism, they have also offered some ways of resisting even
larger national totalizations, and in litetature, with the gaining of provin-
cial publishing infrastructures, have buen able to assert alternate
notnational canons and criteria for canonicity. To more fuily serve ihe

ideological diversity of the inhabitants of their regions, however, Canadian
regionalisms have necded, like Curnoe’s affirmations of “reginn” (he
edited for several years an frregularly appearing journal titled Regiony, to
hecome regionalities —apen to internal differentiation by other ideolo-
gies—ideologies both of the sectional king that provinces and powertul
cities can offer, and of the ransnutional kind, such as gender, race, and eth-
nicity. As regionalities, affirmations of region can have powerfut and
legitimating interactions with other ideologies, helping both to historicize
and contextualize thern. One of Maritime scholarship's recent tmportant
contributions to the understanding of colour and race in Canada has been
the identifying of the historically specific experiences of blacks in Nova
Se

tia from the eiphteenth centazy onward.

Farlier literary and cultural criticisms, in their frequently uncritical
aceeplance of regionalism as a critical category, have conlyibuted to the
politically oppressive functioning of the term. Eyen when constrociad as
cosistances o nation-state ideological dominants, successful Canadian
regionalistis — presenting themselves as inherently natural —have become
new dominants, serving particular class, race, and gender interests, aneel
constraining socialffextual dissent and change. Criticism would be well
advised to treat regionalism with the same skepticism it directs towa rd other
“regional” tor

ideologies-—substitnting iy its own discursive practice:s
“regionalist” and “regionality” for “re giomalism.”

Again, this is not to say that the social and geographic contets signalled
by “region” are inconsequential. To the contrary, it is because of the
contextualizing and historicizing power of regioval constructions thit it ts
25 of

so inportant thal they be discn rsively available ouiside of proce
sncial domination. The increasing glohalization of economic power,
which is being aceomplished without a corresponding globalization of
democtatic politics, is placing an intensifying demand on regions and the
constituent provinees or departments of nation-states to act as strategic
political and ewltural sites for democratic resistances 0 glohal assumptions.
With what entlural productions are Canadians likely to be able to resist the
praductions of Disney, CNN, the Booker Prize, and the six or seven multi-
national book and video publishers that currently control $o% of the glohal
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market? With vnes produced by Toronto media, productions that imncreas-
ingly resemble those of the multinationals, o1 ones produced in Teronto
cuburbs and subenliures, and in Winnipeg, Moneton, St. fohn's, Halifax,
Edmonten, Yictoria, of London-Ontatio? Such resistances will require
regional or local effort to support regional institutions, especially theatres
and magazine and book publishers, 45 aspecis of political representation, as
well s @ continuation of regional efforts to acknowledge competing and
intersecting ideologies and internal diffesence. For literary criticisi such
developments would make even more impostant the recognition that
tegions and places are not inevitably regionalisms but rather contexts iv
which specifically matked vatieties of textuality differ and negotiate.

Motes
1. This is an ambiguity France has fricd to create for its colonies in recreating thetn as
everseas departments with representation in the French Chamber of Deputios arxd
8eate —making them politically part of France while geagraphically and historically

distinet from i
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